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       August 2007
Ms K Kelly
Lambeth Planning

Development Control

Phoenix House

10 Wandsworth Road

LONDON, SW8 2LL

Dear Ms Kelly
11a STREATHAM COMMON SOUTH, PLANNING APPLICATION NUMBER 07/02075/FUL
I object to the above planning application.  
Although I have not had sufficient time to properly prepare a response my views are as follows:
The planning application

The application appears to be incomplete.
What will you be able to see from the Common?  
What road safety and wildlife consequences will there be?
How can demolishing a house be sustainable?

Conservation area

Conservation area status requires special consideration.  The development does not seem to respond to these appropriately. 
Traffic, parking and safety

I have noticed the increased speed of traffic towards the bottom of the hill and in particular around the entrance into the site on Streatham Common South. 

Access is at a bend in the road and at the bottom of the hill where excessive speed is a problem.  Visibility up and down the road is poor.  There are homes for the elderly and impaired in the near vicinity.  Their safety and that of mothers and children who use the road and pavements to and from school would be put at additional risk. 
During the summer months there is considerable congestion with parking on both sides of Streatham Common South for long periods of the day.  On event days e.g. kite and fair days and generally at the weekends and on sunny weekday evenings it is particularly bad.  There are children passing between parked cars.  
Additional parking on Streatham Common South as a consequence of the proposed development will lead to an increase in narrow single vehicle passing, dangerous manoeuvring and risk to drivers and pedestrians. 
Construction traffic and large waste collection vehicles accessing the site will cause considerable disruption to traffic flow, co-incident with the local builder’s yard vehicle manoeuvres.  This will further increase danger to pedestrians and car drivers along Streatham Common South.

Context, density and privacy

The houses in the immediate are large houses of character.  The proposals are insensitive.
The density and height is out of scale and the style is not in keeping with the existing period house character.  
Several houses are overlooked by the proposed development.
Views from Streatham Common

The house to be demolished at 11a is not visible from the Common even in winter.  The new development will be highly visible.
The proposals destroy the unique vista from the Common.
Ecology and biodiversity
The back gardens of Streatham support a wide variety of plants and many trees the development creates a negative impact.   
Precedent

There are backland sites all over Lambeth that might be considered for development taking the present application as its precedent.  Whilst each site stands alone on its merits the overall effect will be intolerable.
Brownfield Site Development

There are disused, vacant and under utilised plots and buildings in Streatham.  Developers should be directed to these sites and discouraged from building on gardens that has not previously seen development.

Quality and Sustainability in Design

We cannot see that sustainable design principles have been taken into the design.
In summary

The proposed development is far too dense and is out of character with the surroundings.  The buildings are too close. 
Large open garden and trees are lost forever.
The safety of drivers and pedestrians will be severely adversely affected.

There is a need to improve and protect the character of this established residential area.
Special care needs to be taken in considering this development which could destroy the neighbourhood and community.
Everybody loses apart from the owner who lives in West Suffolk and makes no contribution to Streatham.

Please reject the application.
Yours sincerely
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